FRIENDS OF HOLLINGWORTH LAKE 

MEETING 26th March 2009  

IN ATTENDANCE

Ray Smith (RS), Chair, Barry Cropper, Vice Chair, Rae Street, Committee member, Jim Taylor, Committee member, Cllr Peter Evans, John Edge, Resident, Pat Carline, Resident, Frank Harrison, Resident, Ted Mutimer, Resident, Kath Mills, Resident, Frank Mills, Resident

OFFICERS 

Eleanor Sherwin, Ranger 

Sue Southward, Ranger

1. Welcomes and Introductions

The Chairman welcomed the members and the meeting commenced. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Jane Holmes, Steph Mills, Kath Clegg, Vivienne Ashworth, Roger Davis, Elizabeth Cropper, Pat Sanchez, Martin Hatherway, Ken Rosbotham 

3. Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record Mr Mills proposed, Pat Carline seconded. 

4. Matters Arising  

The matters arising were discussed during the following items;

5. Correspondence 

The Chairman confirmed that the outstanding white line markings had been completed on the access road and that all committee members have copies of the correspondence. 

6. Treasurers Report  

No information available due to lack of treasurer.  

7. Report from Eleanor Sherwin and Sue Southward, Principal Rangers

Please find attached reports from Eleanor Sherwin and Sue Southward. 

8. Report from Martin Hathaway 

Martin Hathaway had provided his apologies. It was confirmed that MH was looking into the feasibility of obtaining green flag status for the lake countryside. RS has a copy of the standards and requirements for this and RS can provide to any member on request.

It was also confirmed that MH was looking into acquiring grant money for the woodland management around the lake. 

9. Improvements at the Lake

Heritage Trail 

Rae Street updated the meeting that there was to be a survey of the area and a bid for funding would be submitted.  

Stumperies 

Work was ongoing in the production of the stumperies. This issue was considered and reported on as part of ES’s report.

Picnic Area / Pond 

It was agreed that a study should be undertaken in this area and a meeting would be arranged between the Friends of Hollingworth lake and RMBS Ranger service to discuss developments in this area further. 

Area to the front of Visitors Centre, Lake Fishing platforms, Ealees Upgrading work

RS explained that the above schemes had been presented to a funding group, the British Trust Conservation (volunteers) (BTCV) the contact is Mr Gary Pigget. 

The total of the above site project costs are £24607.48 plus fees. 

Pre meetings have been held and we are awaiting BTCV to come back with confirmed funding locations. It is proposed funding can be obtained from Flagship, Biffa and Viola. 

Hollingworth Lake Picnic tables / benches etc

RS explained that the above scheme had been presented to the funding group (ie. BTCV) but they had responded that the scheme was too big to undertake. The application had been subsequently presented to Groundwork Trust (Mr G Gibbon). It has been proposed that the scheme be broken down into smaller packages and we are now awaiting Groundwork feedback. The total cost of the project is £32703.59

Forestry Enviro-gym

RS explained that the above scheme had been presented to the Groundwork trust for grants, stage one of the application has been completed and returned. There are two further stages to complete. Martin Hathaway would be undertaking the planning application during April 2009. The cost of the project is £48356.53 

Sensory Garden

RS had attended the Spring tidy up and the water feature had been returned and was working well.  

Camera club

RS explained that he had met with Jane Wells, from Rochdale Camera Club who had showed photographs that had been taken from October 2009 to the present day. The photographs were beautiful and including wildlife and scenery shots. It was agreed that Jane Holmes would contact Jane Wells to maintain a close relationship.  

Boom / bird hide

Jim Taylor explained that no further progress had been made on the boom and confirmed that he would raise this issue at the next Lake Users Meeting. Jim also explained that the bird hide roof would be repaired as soon as possible and the location of the leakage would be resolved. 

10. Safety Issues 

Some members raised concerns about the poor state of Rakewood Road from the overflow to the back entrance of the lake. The lakeside of the road was dipping towards the lake making people walk more towards the middle of the road.

RS explained that this was a Working Party issue and explained that he would write to Chris Ticehurst explaining our concerns and asking that this matter is brought to the attention of the relevant RMBC department (Mr Andrew Shaw, Impact Partnership) 

11. Any other business 

Rae Street explained that a number of people had asked whether there was a leaflet explaining the sensory garden. It was decided that a leaflet should be produced as a guide to the garden and that this would be investigated. 

RS explained that he had contacted the BBC Northwest asking for the Chainsaw Sculptures telephone number. RS’s phone number had been provided to the chainsaw sculpture and RS was awaiting a return phone call. RS would update the group at the next meeting. 

Ted Mutimer suggested that we have a collection box placed in the information centre explaining what we do, this idea was received favourably by the group. ES suggested that if this was done, it might be appropriate to donate some of the money to the upkeep of the electric mobility scooters. 

Cllr Evans reported that the fair was due to arrive at the lake on 6th April and have to leave by 19th April. The Police were aware of the dates and would provide a presence.  

12. Date for next meeting

The next meeting was arranged for Thursday 21st May at 7.30pm at the Visitors Centre.

