FRIENDS OF HOLLINGWORTH LAKE 

MEETING 27th November 2008

IN ATTENDANCE

Ray Smith (RS), Chair, Barry Cropper, Vice Chair, Jane Holmes (JH), Secretary, Steph Mills, Committee Member, Rae Street, Committee member, Geoff Hurst, Chair of the Working Group, Elizabeth Cropper, Resident, Ken Rosbotham, Resident, Kath Clegg, Resident, Roger Davis, Resident, Kath Mills, Resident, Frank Mills, Resident, Terry Smurthwaite, Resident, Pat Carline, Resident. 

OFFICERS 

Martin Hathaway, Countrywide Services Manager

Chris Ticehurst, RMBC Pennine Township Officer

Sue Southward, Principal Ranger

Judy Alderson, Ranger

1. Welcomes and Introductions

The Chairman welcomed the members and the meeting commenced. 

The meeting commenced with a powerpoint presentation from Steve Williams, 24 Media Group which built on the previous presentation in relation to ‘Ollie’ the friendly lake monster. The presentation explained that ‘Ollie’ could be used in a number of ways including on promotional material such as mugs, posters, caps and other merchandise but also for producing orienteering type courses around the lake where children could go ‘Ollie’ spotting. The idea could be developed so that children could get involved in ‘Ollie’ spotting at the lake through the use of the website and perhaps use ‘Ollie’ bins to place litter.  The website could also be used to provide activities for children to participate in, habitat and environment issues and provide information for schools to access to plan visits to the Lake. The website would also advertise local B&B’s in the area and other local businesses. 

The group was very supportive of the idea as it was felt that this would encourage children to use the lake and would provide them with entertainment and a sense of achievement when they went around the lake. 

A marketing plan was provided to the group for consideration. 

It was agreed that the marketing plan should be sent to Tim Nuttall, the Tourism Officer and Fran Comyn, Access to Countryside Officer so that any development could be linked in to any work that was currently being progressed in the area. – ACTION JH. 

The Chair and the friends thanked Steve for his presentation. 

JH has a copy of the presentation and marketing plan by e-mail, should any members, not present at the meeting, require a copy please do not hesitate to contact JH. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Jim Taylor, Committee member, Mr and Mrs Paterson, Cllr Ashley Dearnley, Vivienne Ashworth, Tony Rumbelow, Ted Mutimer, Eleanor Sherwin, Ranger.  

3. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes were agreed as a correct record Ken Rosbotham proposed, Barry Cropper seconded. 

4. Matters Arising  

The matters arising were discussed as part of the reports provided.

5. Correspondence 

Reports had been received from Eleanor Sherwin and Sue Southward and these would be provided under reports. 

RS reported that a letter had been received from Mr Maher, RMBC in relation to car park improvements. The letter confirmed that work in the car park area would commence as soon as possible and that the whitelines at the top of the road leading to the Visitors Centre would be replaced in the near future.

It was agreed that RS would report on progress to the next meeting – ACTION RS.

The working group minutes were provided to the meeting and read to the group by the Chair. 

It was agreed that Chris Ticehurst would investigate whether an alcohol licence had been granted to the fish and chip shop – ACTION CT

6. Treasurers Report  

Unfortunately due to illness, no Treasurers report was provided.  

JH explained that the current cheque signatories were Barry Cropper (Vice Chair), Jane Holmes (Secretary), Ken Rosbotham (previous Chairman) and Denise Catley (previous Treasurer). The current signing authority was for the Treasurer and one other of the above to sign cheques. 

It was resolved that;

· The Co-operative Bank plc “the bank” shall continue as our bankers in accordance with our original application

· The bank shall be authorised to accept instructions, including written instructions sent by facsimile and electronic instructions through the use of digital signatures and / or identification numbers or passwords) from us on connection with the account(s) and the service provided that the instructions are given and / or signed in accordance with the signing authority listed in the account signatory section 6b. instructions shall mean, cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes or other orders for payment drawn, made or accepted on our behalf (even if the payments cause the accounts(s) to be overdrawn) and requires or instructions in writing concerning the account(s), our affairs or property (including the opening of new accounts, the arranging of facilities and creation of security)

· The Bank shall be authorised to honour all cheques and all other documents made or accepted on our behalf even if such payment causes any accounts to be overdrawn or increase any existing overdraft, provided that such documents are signed in accordance with the specimen signatures shown in the account signatories Section 6b.

· The Bank shall act on all specimen signatures in accordance with any instruction, notice or require or other document in writing concerning our account (including the opening or new accounts) affairs or property as shown in the account signatories section 6b

· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any future resolutions, which effect the terms of these resolutions

· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any changes in out constitution

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any change of our members

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any change of official signatories authorised to sign on our behalf

· The Bank shall otherwise continue to operate our account in accordance with the business account mandate

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any overall change in control in the business

· All signatories to the account are aged 16 or over

It was agreed that Ray Smith, Chairman, Jim Taylor, Committee member and Rae Street, Committee member should be added as cheque signatories. 

It was agreed that Denise Catley should be removed as a cheque signatory. 

It was further agreed that two of the cheque signatories were authorised to sign on behalf of the Friends of Hollingworth Lake. 

7. Report from Eleanor Sherwin and Sue Southward, Principal Rangers

ES & SS had provided written reports to the meeting. The Chair read the report, it was agreed that JH would circulate the report with the minutes of the meeting and would place on the website with the minutes – ACTION JH. 

8. Report from Andrew Whitehead

Martin Hathaway introduced himself to the group and explained that he had recently replaced Andrew Whitehead as Countryside Services Manager. 

It was reported that the long awaited feasibility study on the section of road from the overflow towards Rakewood had now been concluded.  The report was to return to the Pennine Township meeting for consideration. The next Pennine Township meeting was scheduled for 11th January 2009. It was understood that United Utilities had not been consulted on the study and that this would be done in due course. 

Possible funding sources for the implementation of the recommendations from the study would be sought. CT explained that grantfinder software was available for the group to locate any possible funding opportunities. 

It was agreed that CT would investigate any possible funding sources on grantfinder and that RS and Rae Street would meet with MH to discuss possible funding opportunities. 

It was agreed that MH would e-mail the study to JH.

JH has a copy of the feasibility study by e-mail, should any members, not present at the meeting, require a copy please do not hesitate to contact JH.

9. Relationship between FOHL, Working Group and Users Group

It was agreed that there would be a meeting arranged between the committee and the working group party to discuss the inter-relationship between all relevant interested parties

ACTION – meeting to be arranged to discuss the relationship between the parties - Committee

10. Improvements at the Lake

Bird Hide

The work had now been completed on the bird hide with the replacement roof being installed.  

Heritage Trail 

Rae Street reported that Norman Redhead, County Archaeologist had visited the area with a coke oven specialist.  MH and ES attended the meeting and walked around the proposed area for the heritage trail. Following the meeting it was suggested that an archaeological survey be produced and that work into possible funding streams be investigated by the archaelogists and RMBC to progress this improvement. It was agreed that the footpaths around require significant improvement should a trail be introduced in this area. It was agreed that MH would consult with the footpath officer in relation to this and that the restoration of the public footpaths be incorporated into any funding application. 

Rae Street explained that she was happy to show people around the proposed area, members to contact Rae Street directly to arrange a date and time for the meet. 

It was suggested that the coke oven specialist attend a friends of meeting to explain the history of the coke ovens and the historical importance to the group – ACTION – RS 

Stumperies 

Work was ongoing in the production of the stumperies

Picnic Area / Pond 

This issue was considered and reported on as part of SS’s report. 

Area to the front of the Car Park

It was agreed that funding would be sought to allow work to be done to improve the area that is at the entrance to the car park to create a new garden area that would be attractive to visitors and create a good impression.  

Code of Conduct 

At the September meeting it was suggested that this matter be considered by the Working Group – ACTION – for working group to consider the possibility of a Code of Conduct.  

Designating Nature Reserve

ACTION – JH to liaise with MH to try and progress this matter

Sensory Garden

RS had attended to the sensory garden and no further work would be required until spring.  

It was reported that the water feature had been removed from the garden to protect it from frost. It would be returned to the garden in spring. 

Camera club

JH explained that the camera club had expressed an interest in the project and had been provided with some dates of forthcoming events. It was agreed that JH would contact the camera club for an update on progress – ACTION – JH 

Boom 

This matter would be discussed when Jim Taylor was available to attend a meeting. 

It was reported that the some work had commenced to repair the footpath from TS Palatine to the Beach. The area still required a heavy roller to compact the new top surface. 

11. Safety Issues 

None to report 

12. Any other business 

MH reported that there had been a meeting with local businesses to ask them to sign up to a tidy business campaign; this would hopefully assist in the keeping the lake litter free. It was suggested that the use of cardboard rather than polystyrene be encouraged, as this was recyclable.  

13. Date for next meeting

The next meeting was arranged for Thursday 29th January 2009 at 7.30pm at the Visitors Centre.

