FRIENDS OF HOLLINGWORTH LAKE 

MEETING 23rd August 2007 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Fred Carline – Resident, Pat Carline – Resident, Barry Cropper – Vice Chair, Elizabeth Cropper – Resident, Kath Holt – Littleborough Police Station, Geoff Hirst – Littleborough Police Station, Denise Catley – Treasurer, Kath Mills – Resident, Ray Smith – Resident, Ken Rosbotham – Chairman, Jane Holmes – Secretary, Geoff Wakeling –Resident, Tony Marsden – Resident, Joan Corsie – Resident, John White - Resident, Cllr Ashley Dearnley, Sylvia Allen, Resident, Cllr Janet Darnborough, Cllr Peter Evans, Jim Taylor – Hollingworth Lake Volunteer, Joan Brown – Resident. 

OFFICERS 

Andrew Whitehead – Countryside and Community Facilities Manager, Eleanor Sherwin, Principal Ranger.

1. Welcomes and Introductions

Ken Rosbotham introduced the police officers to the group, Kath Holt explained that she was trying to get involved with local groups to try and get information on any problems that were being encountered by local residents. KH explained that there were currently three Community Support Officers (CSO) based at Littleborough Police station and that these individuals will be seen patrolling around the local area. KH urged residents to contact the police to provide them with information on what is happening in the local area. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Roger and Cynthia Davies, Rae Street, Raymond Matthews, Ted Mutimer, Cllr Jones and Christine Hammonds.  

3. Minutes of previous meeting 

Geoff Wakeling explained that he had been present at the previous meeting however was not listed as an attendee, also Roger and Cynthia Davies had been present but were not listed. JH explained that a number of people may be missing as the attendance list was not completed. JH explained that members must sign the attendance sheet. 

Subject to the above amendments, the minutes were agreed as a correct record. 

4. Matters Arising  

No matters were arising from the meeting that were not to be discussed in the rest of the meeting

5. Agreeing constitution  

Geoff Wakeling expressed a concern that the area to which the group was to operate within was not specifically defined in the constitution with the only reference to area being that of the Country Park. GW explained that he felt uncomfortable that the area was not defined as the area could be expanded and the group would have a larger area to operate within. 

The group felt that as a group we have discretion about what areas we operate within and what, if any projects we chose to conduct within the area. 

It was agreed that the constitution be adopted as drafted. 

In terms of a subscription, it was agreed that payment of a subscription of £10 for workers and £5 for non workers would be applied to help with administrative costs. 

KR explained that Steph Mills, Rae Street and Ray Smith had put themselves forward to be committee members without portfolio, the members agreed that this was acceptable. 

6. Report following meeting on 7th August 2007 

KR explained that the meeting scheduled for 7th of August had been postponed, the date re-scheduled for 31st of August at 1pm to meet at the visitors centre.  The aim of the meeting was to walk around the lake and take photos and try and ascertain areas of responsibility. 

KR explained that the working group comprised of members of the friends of group, United Utilities, RMBC and other interested parties. It is anticipated that the friends of group and the working group would exchange information and ideas. 

7. Report from Eleanor 

ES explained that the summer events, the craft day and the summer special had been a very successful despite the weather and there had been good attendance at both events. 

In the future it was hoped that the friends of group could get involved in the events programme and the events themselves, this was supported by the group.

ES explained that there was currently being planned the autumn / winter programme with the emphasis on conservation. The aim was to have weekend and midweek sessions to get people involved with various conservation issues around the lake to include the nature reserve and courses on woodland management.  

8. Report from Andrew Whitehead 

AW explained that the group would now receive £1000 in start up costs and the group should look at spending this money on things to raise the profile of the group and should think about a date and ideas to hold a launch event. 

In terms of the condition of the path around the lake from the Millars to TS Palatine AW explained that he had secured £10,000 funding to make a start and he proposed doing a section of the path properly rather than just trying to fill the potholes, a further section of the path can be developed when further funding is received. The group felt that this was a good idea but a priority was not to use limestone and that the path be accessible by wheelchair users. 

AW explained that he was extremely disappointed that DEFRA had been contacted by someone complaining about Ragwort at the lake. He felt that a complaint was not within the spirit of the group however, confirmed that it was not stated by DEFRA that the complaint had come from a member of the group. There was no indication where the complaint had come from. 

In terms of the access around the lake, there was some discussion around the maintenance obligations of UU and whether there may be some scope to encourage UU to contribute to the costs of improving the path around the lake. Any discussion could be on the basis that once that path has been improved, there would be no need for UU to spend money on future maintenance. This would be something that would be taken up by the working group.  

9. Road / Public Highway Issues

AW explained that in respect of the area from Road issues and access to the area around TS Palatine and the installation of Bollards, discussions were underway with local farmers to obtain copies of title deeds to ascertain any access rights the local farmers may have around the lake. It was agreed that this issue would come back to the group when it had been dealt with through the appropriate legal channels. 

10. Opening Bank Account

Denise Catley explained that the committee had decided to open a bank account with the Co-operative bank as it was an ethical bank, provided free banking to community groups, was local and the account was simple to set up. 

The group approved the committees decision and agreed with the proposed cheque signatories on the account – as per the constitution. 

11. Funding for wildlife / sensory garden

Ray Smith provided a map and costings for the development of the area around the Visitors centre that had been allocated for the development of the sensory / wildlife garden. 

The overall cost of the project was estimated at £6388.00 excluding a specific cost for a sculpture but including labour costs. It was agreed that the planting could form part of the conservation programme at the lake and would be a good way to get the local community involved in the lake. 

Other groups that may be able to assist in the planting and the development of the garden were Littleborough in Bloom and the civic trust.

It was agreed that a sub committee would take on responsibility for this project and report to the group on any developments. The sub committee could make all decisions in respect of the planning of the garden and the making of funding applications.   

Action – JH to apply for funding to the Pennine Townships – deadline of 31st August 2007. 

12. Any other business 

AW circulated a new knotweed leaflet that had been produced. Further copies are available from the Visitors Centre. 

BC provided an update on the development of the Aczo site. BC explained that he did not want the friends group having anything to do with the events area, BC was concerned that from the plans the conduit is to be opened and this is a potential health and safety issue. In addition in the remediation strategy of the planning application, it is clear that that they are not going to remove any of the hazardous material merely cover and each house will have a built in methane meter. BC encouraged all friends to read the report 07/49551 and provide their comments, the deadline being 31st August 2007. 

A draft leaflet was circulated to the meeting which would form the basis for the information / membership leaflet to be produced with the ‘start up’ money from RMBC – the content was approved and AW would look into reproducing the leaflet to encourage membership. 

Ray Smith produced a number of estimates for the development of the path around the lake between the overflow and lakebank. RS provided four options for development. The friends expressed a preference for ‘option 4’ which was for the construction of a floating pontoon. A figure of £368,000 was quoted for this option. This would be looked at further following the meeting with councillors on 11th September. 

13. Date for next meeting 

The next meeting was arranged for 16th October 2007 at 7.30pm at the Visitors Centre 

