FRIENDS OF HOLLINGWORTH LAKE 

MEETING 19th February 2008

IN ATTENDANCE

Ken Rosbotham, Chair, Barry Cropper – Vice Chair, Denise Catley, Treasurer, Jane Holmes, Secretary, Ray Smith, Committee member, Steph Mills, Committee Member, F Mills, Resident, K Mills, Resident, Ted Mutimer, Resident, Nina King, Hollingworth Lake Sailing Club, Joan Brown, Resident, Pat Carline, Resident, Fred Carline, Resident, J Paterson, Resident, P Paterson, Resident, W Blake, Resident, P Blake, Resident., Elizabeth Cropper, Resident, Gary Batler, Water Activity Centre, K Clegg, Resident. 

OFFICERS 

Andrew Whitehead – Countryside and Community Facilities Manager, Eleanor Sherwin, Principal Ranger, Ian Trickett, Rochdale Council, Green Volunteer Scheme. 

1. Welcomes and Introductions

There were a number of new members of the group attending their first meeting, the Chairman welcomed them to the group. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Rae Street, Geoff Wakeling, Geoff Hurst, Christine Harness, Cllr Evans and Cllr Dearnley. 

3. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes were agreed as a correct record.  Proposed by Ray Smith, seconded by Fred Carline. 

4. Matters Arising  

ES confirmed that she had not received quotes as yet for security cameras and confirmed that Community safety had been responsible for providing advice. It was thought that the approximate cost would be £5000 for three cameras with a split screen television. 

ES explained that there is not much vandalism at the moment. There seems to be a problem with fences and it was generally felt that there was little that could be done with CCTV evidence, it was generally thought that the use of cameras was as a deterrent. Any criminal activity is not confined to the visitors centre and the group needs to consider whether mobile cameras are more useful. The group needs to consider whether the cameras are to protect buildings or the public. 

As regards public safety, people generally reported that they felt safe walking around the lake. One problem in the area was reported when in summer the manager of the water activity centre reported being thumped and having his nose broken. 

The Dispersal order has not been renewed and local residents are reminded to report any instances of antisocial behaviour so that these can be logged as evidence to support a further application for a Dispersal Order. The Police had agreed to have an increased presence when the fair is at the lake over Easter.  

ACTION - JH to write to police to ask for an increase in police presence over the weekends especially if the weather is fine. 

ACTION - ES to get quote for three fixed cameras and also a single moveable camera. On receipt of the quotes the group can decide what is the most effective way of addressing security. 

5. Correspondence 

The Chair reported that he had received a phone call from Rochdale Online as to whether the friends group wanted to be included on the site, The Chair accepted on behalf of the group and the details will go on the website. 

On 5th February, Hollingworth Lane Working Party met and concerns were expressed about the state of the new path that had been laid. AW explained that he would walk around the lake and check out the potholes in particular in the area around Palatine. 

ES reported that the gates are now installed at Palatine and are working. 

ACTION - AW to look into the paths and report to the next meeting 

UU are going to give Countryside Management £1000 contribution to the original resurfacing to help with the costs.  

6. Treasurers Report  

Membership seems to have quietened down. DC reported that the current bank balance was £2654.34, much of the money was in respect of successful funding applications for the sensory garden and therefore the funds were restricted for that purpose. 

The Group currently has 43 members

7. Report from Eleanor Sherwin, Principal Ranger

ES reported that two barriers have been installed, one at Palatine and one to replace the burned one near the nature reserve. The closing mechanism on the gate at the Beach had been fixed. ES asked members that if they see the gates open, to please close them as even if they are not locked they do act as deterrent. 

ES reported that the nature reserve channels are all dug out now and water is flowing nicely and will hopefully keep the channels open. Sluices are currently being installed in the area. ES reported that the team had cut down unsafe willows around the nature reserve. 

ES reported that there had been a hard standing installed for the Ice cream van at the far end of the nature reserve. Some concern was raised over people queuing onto the road from the ice cream van. It was suggested that the van be moved around so that people queue onto the grass rather than the road. AW to speak to the ice cream vendors to discuss – ACTION AW. 

Some concerns were raised about people parking outside the Wine Press. As it is understood that some of the area outside the Wine Press is owned by the Wine Press it was advised to report to the Police and speak to Wine Press directly. 

ES reported that where Pennine Bridleway sign is there has been new seeding and planting in the area and fencing to make the area more attractive. There is some grass seed in stock and trees and shrubs will be ordered next year as there is not got much money available to complete the works.

New machines have been installed in the car parks which should be more reliable. It was reported that hopefully potholes in the car parks will be made good before the year end. 

ES reported that she is currently waiting for UU to put top soil onto the area by the Beach where new fencing has been put up.

ES explained that a number of dates of friends activities have been included in the diary of event and members were asked to support the events. 

Spring Clean – 5th April, commencing 10am

Balsam Bash – 7th June, commencing 12noon

It was reported that the Easter fair was due to arrive 17th March open 20th and leave on 30th March. 

8. Report from Andrew Whitehead

AW last September asked for some of £82,000 back from car parks (the figure collected from Hollingworth Lake car park machines alone), the money that comes in from car parks is supposed to be used to maintain the car parks and there should be connection between income and expenditure on each individual car parks. The budget last year allocated £70,000 for all the Rochdale car parks including those at the Lake. Members were advised to take this issue up with local Councillors.  

Rae Street had been in contact with AW and there was some early discussion about a possible heritage walk around the coke mills. AW and Rae Street were looking into this and would come back in due course with a formal proposal. 

AW reported that at the last Townships meeting the lake had been awarded £11,000 to undertake a full feasibility survey to include proper blueprints, land survey and engineering requirements in respect of the path along to Rakewood. Three options had been proposed, of those three two seems feasible in terms of cost, one covering over the existing culvert and creating path, the other a cantilevered walkway, wooden with hardwood base from sustainable source. AW explained that he would keep the group updated with progress. 

AW had also secured £8000 funding for recycling bins and signage around the lake. AW was in the process of meeting with waste services to discuss ways of reducing the amount of contamination and make obvious signage. 

ES would be meeting up with the recycling team and looking at the whole area of the lake. A report will be provided at the next meeting, it is likely that the bins will collect plastic and cans. Countyside services will have to collect the waste and then be linked into waste services for collection. The Group asked that the plans for placing the bins be brought back to the meeting before they are placed. ACTION – ES to provide a report on the recycling bins and the placement of the bins to the next meeting. 

AW reported that at same meeting, estate section said that would repair from promenade and there had been a meeting with asset management. It was anticipated that the area along the promenade would be repaired in the near future. 

AW explained that he had a long conversation with a resident of lakebank in respect of the unadopted land between road and Beach, he would report back on any further developments in terms of the potential partnering for the development of the area. 

AW introduced Ian Trickett, head of the new Green Volunteer services, there are currently 15 volunteers so far, the Green Volunteer scheme is a scheme aimed to encourage people to volunteer in the green arena, the aim is to utilise green volunteers to will fill gaps in service with the possibility of a volunteer leading guided walks, providing labour for projects eg. Spring clean, try and get volunteers. Volunteers get ideas from group and they will not be replacing staff. ACTION - JH to circulate leaflets with the minutes. Anybody who wishes to become a green volunteer (16 years +) can contact Ian on 01706 922073, ian.trickett@rochdale.gov.uk. 

A green volunteer will be issued with a full uniform, safety equipment, all health and safety insurances covered, hopefully zero costs and hope it will encourage, professional volunteer, someone who wants to develop a career in the field or someone who wants to give something back. 

9. Rae Street

Proposal covered – see above

10. Safety Issues 

The issue of life belts was raised again, it was reported that these were only removed on advice. 

11. Any other business 

Barry Cropper reported a problem with parking around Higher Cleggswood. The area is often double parked with residents getting their driveways blocked. The Council may be forced to implement a residents parking scheme if 75% of residents are in favour of the scheme.

Barry Cropper agreed to prepare a letter and send out through Katie Kinsella re; parking scheme – ACTION BC. 

One member suggested that there should be an environmental art project in the area and suggested that the community could get installations together. There are a number of tree stumps in the area that could be made into stumperies, with children coming up with ideas. The stumperies could be installed all over the park and create a trail. Ian Trickett offered to be involved in preparing some work on the use and development of stumperies at the lake – formal proposal to the next meeting ACTION – member who proposed the idea. 

Boom – JH to circulate the letter regarding the boom from Jim Taylor – ACTION JH

12. Date for next meeting 

The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 22nd April 2008 at 7.30pm at the Visitors Centre

